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?ﬁofeasmf Helm agrees that before thelr conversion
to Christisnity the Goths worshipped hesthen gods (guda,
and, he a@ﬁs, demigods); he refers Lo the amthﬁ@gmm@ﬁ@hie
and personal character of these gods and does not in sny
way sugpest the mystery wihleh aurreuﬂded’thﬁm,v
The importance of sncestor-worship and spirit-
worship smong the Goths is @mph&aiﬁeé by Helm, who
implies that this is the bagls of teibal unity, that is
he sees the tribe as wnited not enly by tles of blood bub also
of religion.® In the short chapter "Religion und
Lebenshaltung"¥ there is no direct discussion of the
relation of merality to heathen religion, though an
attempt to justify the realistic poliecy of the Goths in
not keeping oaths made to the Romans suggests that théir
standards of honor were mot the highest,
“hat I have inferyed f@g&f&ing the Gothie conceptlion
of the inhablited sarth (miﬁjungaﬁﬁs)i the lowsr world
(halja)} and g

with Helmlg f

cas) is in complete agreement
indings,+0 wut in this case theve is no

P

eorroboretive material cutsids of the setual words themsgelves.

7+  Of¢ his Altgerwm. Beligionsgeschichbe 2, 32 7,
8. GLame 2,20, :

9! : : 2; G‘: “flfw
19, 2, 14 and 63,




O @@nelzﬁloﬁw'z@ga (ding the heathen prissts sre
aleo in ag P@@m@mt excopt tliat Helm sees ium the use of
siniste Tor WgEGY%szgaS“eléer” {(if this is not & loan=-
trenglation) a reference toe esrlier conditions when the
patriareh of the tribe szerclsed the functions of s
priost,ll whereas I have inferred that at the time of

the d.b]e translation bai inlﬁt@ms might gtill have
{

been used of the elders of the CGoths, some of whom wight
have been priests or et least been competent to perform
gsome of The funections of e priest,

Agaiﬂ ﬁh@f@ is agreement regarding the sanctuery
end idols, regarding the religious qlgnifﬂca@ﬁ@ of the
oath, end, in general, Pvga?ﬁlﬁr the religious fegtivals;
no certain evidence is availabl@ coneerning the season
at which any festivel was held except JTiulels, which
Helm scems to dissociate from gg%églz Héim too suggests
the ritual §njficance of the denee and song whiech |
probably were a part of every fastlwajg thﬂi@hrhé sees
in laike a wWord fQF a slow weasuvred ritual dance,; not a
wild dance Qécamganisﬁ by pantomine.td Animal sscrifice
cen be substantiated f?0m<hiﬁtarical sources,+4put -

- e

spparently not the mee of the bleood of the sacrifice %o

o

11. GSeme 2, 51,

12. Hawme 2, 80,
=2 $ Y L=y "ol

1&, Bame 2,53,

14, Lams 2, BBEf.




5primk1% gﬂﬁ.egug%er&t@ the temple,; sgince Helm makes no
reference to this practice. |

A veference to the sortilegi "people who prophesy
through bhe drawing of 1ots"1® gsems to confirm what
hos been seid bobh about prophecy aad about cesting lota,
excopt that Helm brings no evidence for the use of the
bloed of the sacrifice in this connection. Biwmilearly th@l

venefici frequently wmentioned in the Gothic lewsl® seem

to be ldentical with the lubjelelisai, sud the laws alseo
give testimony whieh coniirms whet has been gaid of
; ‘ 4 .17 |
bewitching or enchantment.™
For proof of the Gothe! velief in dewons and evil
gpirits Helw has to depend largely on the linguistie
matﬁri&l;la there seemg to be no obther evidence except

Jordenes?! relerence Lo the haliurunnasﬁlg,

o soutes of informetion throws any light on the
ftfobhs! conceptlon of the human spirit elther in life ow
after death,Z0

The results 1 have obialned correspond not only to
vhal is known Trom other sources concerning the heathen

raliglon of the Goths, bubt alse to what ls koewn of the

15, deme 2, 30 T,
168e Seme 2y 2.

17. baiﬁﬁ g; i‘ﬂgu

18, Seome B, 83 1.
19, Getiea 84, 181,

20. Helm, Altgerm. Religionsgeschichte 2, 21 £,




“a A
wld

 heathen religion of obher Cermanlic peoples. Piletures

of heathen religion which have been pub tmﬁethe? from
materlial drawn from the 014 High German anc 01d Tnglish
languages = no similap gtudy has yet been wade of 01d
Norse « do not differ from wy pleture in thelr general
outlines, but only in the greater wealth of deteil which
they shwﬁg
Weg&hé,.ﬁﬁaa Heldentum in deéer glthoehdentscheon

mpﬁacn“" snd Jente, "Die mythologiscien Ausdricke im
elienglischeon Wortschats™ have alveady heen mentioned

in the Introduetion. 4As compered with the two Gothic

g

words for temple alha and gudhts Wesche can muster six

OHG werds, b&fa, ioh, harug, bhis, rakud and nimld, and

¢

@an;~thrmugﬁ'th&m,vinaicat@ the é@y&lapm@ﬁt of the

termenic sancituary Irom a si@ple pile or setting of stones
(harug= OW horgr “cairn (or) altar of atone') 1o o soored
grove (haro, ;@g) and finally to a roofed wooden building

{that Zs, i his @tymolegy of rakud as related to Coth,

ufrakjisn "ho streben out” is gorrect), frem the 01a

Enplish Jente gethers the terms, ealh (alh), hearg

"temple," bearo usually "rovest” btut in the
2840, possibly "senctuery,™ and & few little-used compounds

.
suon

533

0s daofolgleldnlis "house of devileworship.'

21. OF. his Mybthologische Ausdrtcke, 7 If.




a:):l g
Fot ks f

hF%@ﬁp-ﬁﬂfoug ite certein cmﬁmeetiom @ith G horor,
tzk%g us back “@‘thﬁ sacred eairn or altar of stone,

while beapo be Fbifi@ﬂ to the practice ef worshipping in

L) sa&r@é grove. From the larger vocebulery of 0Ld High
German and 01d Engllsh we learn mere than from the tothic:
ob the game time the facta which nave heen dinflerrad Ifrom
the Gothie sre confirvmed,

Professor Jenbe cen glve us ﬁ@%cific nemes of gods

{’C)

woranipped by the ﬁmglm»uaﬂons. ©  He gen palni an

asmazing pleture of the véfy many dilffervent kinds ol evil
spirits, demons, wmonsters, llendes, elwves, dwerfls, snd
gianty in which the Anglw—Saﬁans bellileved, Compere, for

example, the words ove, untydre, umholda, 8glébea, [Gond,

scucea, all meaning "monst@rg damon, " ag well as aolfl

"olf," dweorg “dwarf," phea "gnome," ent, goton "gilant,”
@tc.,29 and set over againgt them the three CGothle words

skah&l; uﬂhxlﬁg amdl uﬂmulé The eingle 0L word wyrd

o . 243 s x 5 . s o
"fate, dostiny R4 zives an inslght into the fatallism which

dominated the Anglo-Saxon and probably the Cermanic

oubtlook on 1life, but for which no Gothie word has heen
pregerved. {On the other hand the terms for ssoprifice are

geareely mwors numerouns or wmore snlightening in 014

.,

f
Py
it

ﬁ ma p. 73 If.

I
edy b&mm De 199 T



then in Cothlc. Compare 05 husl, tIver, bldt, 1dc and

the verbs hilelien, bloten, gielden®® with Gothic

hungl, «bibr (2}, saubs, meibPms and the verbs hungljsen
, hl B L -

end galjan. Dodh leanpusges glve the sams pleiure of

animal secrifice, though O lae supgests too the
acc@m@ﬁﬂyiﬁg dance {cf. Goth. laiks and the infevences
drawn from 1t.)e

Further comparisons might be wmade. They would show,
aeg the above deo, that CGothic heathen religion was come
pletely Germenic ln cherscter. Therve ls absolutely uo
evidence that it had been influenced in any ﬁ@ﬁ by the
religions or mythology of the Hast or of Greece as

o F . . . . £ .’
Sehroder, for exsmple, Eugg@ﬁﬁﬁuaé

25, Hawme p. 38 . -
26. CF. his CGermanentum und Hellenilsmus, 1984,
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TWDEE OF GOTHLIC WORDS

aferleisgtjan 169
efdaupjen 53
afgﬁuﬂﬂi%& 49 (note)
afcudei 6, &%
afgu?s 6, 17, BY
afheims 38
afhugjen 170 Nt
aggilus 182

aha 185

shjan 185

shma 184
shmateine 184
shmeing 184

eibr 109

aihtron 181
pihitrons 181
alkkl8sjs 77
sirintn 62 (note)
airknife 24

afvims 23

airus 183

&iFﬁ 14Y

4 N
piviavgie 34 (note)

alws 148 (note), 190

slabrunats 115

alan &8
alhs 65

anafilh B8

Canaflilhen B5

anshaims &8
andbehti 59
andbindan 160
andbundnan 160
sndhuleins 4%
andseljan 118

angy 10

ansis 10, 16 (note)
arkegpilus 182
atbairan 151

audagei 38

audags a1
audabafts 32
augo 185

aurshjom {(dat. pl.) &5



ewiliuddn 98
awliliup 98

bandl 159

bandwa, bandwo 157
bandw jen 157, 161
bibindsn 160

bide 181

bidjen 180
bilaiken 97

binden 160
birtnaine 129
biubs 78 {not@j
bloten 122
blotinassus 105, 183
boka 136

bokareis 139
daimonarels 177
@anﬁ&imﬁ 53
aeubjen 53

dm%é 53

ﬁ&uﬁﬁ%laiﬁ 53

ﬁ&upu& 53

diab&élua, diabulus 181

dishul jen 47

AR

diwean LS
drathtinassus 16
dradhtindn 16
drefhtivitdp 16
driugen 15
dulpjen 92

&ulﬁs 89
dwslawatdvdel 90
@w&liﬁa 20
dwalmeon 90

dwels 90O

faiﬁguni 14 {note)
fafrhwus 52
feirweitjen 144
falrweitl 144
faéfagahugjaﬂ 171
fadregaleikan 143
fadragamdljan 145
Fatragerédan 14%
fatragateihan 148, 154
fetragip an 141
fatiratani 162

fedrowdnjan 143

- filhan 58




FEtubendl 160
fravafihtebtka 139
fraglildan 205
frahimﬁan 103
frafhnan 145
fﬁaaﬁi&iﬁj& 20
frapi 187
frauja 11
fronjinassus 14
froujinon 135
frawoit 51
fraweltan 51
frisahts 80
gabalran 94
gabandwjen 187
g@baﬁ? 94
kgabaﬁrjaba 86
gabaﬁrjéﬁu% 96
pabidjen 150
gabindan 180
gabundl 160
gafaﬁﬁds 65
galilhan 5O

gafrizeht jan 83

219

galfwisshitnan 83

gafulging 58

- gageamalinjen 50

cagzen 208
gagudsba s 8, 17
geguded &, 1%
gaguﬁs 6, 1%
gahall jan 36
geheilnaen 36
gahails &6
gehugde 171
gahul Jan 4%
gahwot jan 145

/ .
gelaiona 49

- gelseiegjan 168

relaista 169
zgalaistjan 169
galing 72, 78, 10V
galiugebropar 79

zaliugegnp &, 79

galiugapravfétus 79, 141

gemeindupe 29, 76

gamainel 29

gamainja 29



poquubs 63, 74

5&?&&@%&@& a6
caraihtjan 26
@&?&ihﬁ@ 2E
gertni 129
gﬁsahﬁa gl

sasal jan 118
gasibjon 18
paswiliban 54
satallnjan 156
patand jan 165
peteiban 14, 154
@aﬁiﬁﬁj&m 58
gawamms 30
gawéihan 28

giba 112

@ilﬁ'ﬁ? .

gilﬂﬁr 116
gilstremeleins 116

soljan 100

pudafedrbbs 7, 17
rudalane T, LY
guleskeunel ¥, B8
guﬁhl&&tﬁsiﬁ 7
gudbus 7, 70
pudlsks &y 1%
pudje 7, &Y
gudjinessus 8, &8
gup 1
hallags 36
neiljen 38, 144
neils 36, 144

haims 36, B

maiﬁi 198
h&iﬁiwisﬁ@ 199

.ﬁ@iﬁné 197

melivrvnnas 48, 129

helje 45
hone Y6h
hansa 107
hevhs 171
hazgeing 98

heiwalraunja 13

L

A%

o
b

o



hilmy 48
himinakunds 40
himins 87

niwi 85

hlaing {gen. pl.) 586
hlaiw 556

nlaiwesnds (pl.) 55
hlanbs 184, 145
hleiduma 56

hleipra 56
hléﬁrastakeins 94
vlijene (ece. pl,) 56
huge, m. 171, 187
mulisgte 47

hul jan 47

hulundi 47

hunel 102

hﬂﬂsl&ﬂt&ﬁ% 77, 103, 106

hunsljen 103, 108, 118

hunF@ 10%
hw@lamﬁs 85

hwilferjom {dat. pl. fem.) 66

hwotjan 148

inaskeuvns 88

(] xr‘i:‘l
=R v

idweit jau 51.
inshel 184
inshs 184
inmaidjen 113
insehits 81
intendjen 163
inweiﬁ&n 51
Jiulels 95
jmggﬁlanﬁs 85
kafrban 113
katrbanatn 87
klismjar B8
111 emE 99
laiken 96
lajks 986

laig 168
lgisareis 168
Iaia%inﬁ,lﬁe
laisjen 168
leistjan 168
laists 169
laudl 85
laufs 168
Libans 192

li‘t:ai (d.é:ltv 3%;} 152



1iteins 152 -
Liudan 85

riugen "to lie"™ 78

1ing Qﬂgr&uiwtaa 141

livts 166
liupareis 98
1ivpBn 97
lubaing 1688
lubjaleis 166
lubjaleisel 166
maldjan 113
mai{g me 11E
mmw%sﬁz
manaul je 885
mel 152
midjungards 80
midumabﬁa |
mimz 114
missp 115
mitedje 11
mitabs 11

? daupnan 53

p pswiltan 54

L"‘

P tjan 1868

naudibandl 160
naus 54

newis B4
pasia 94
plingjen 99

pratfBtels 141

prabfétes, pralifétus 140

predfétja 141
pralifdtjan 141
pealmon 98 |
qiman 63
ragin 10
rahtbn 27
rohsne 73
runa 126
sabbatd 94
spgpws 98, 138
salan &2
sefbwan 190
seir 190
seiwels 188, 190
saiwe 190
sakan B1

saljan 106, 115



samaléuﬁﬁ 85
samasaiwals 188, 1@1‘
Satana, Setanas 181
sauls 70

»sauﬁg 108

sibje 18

siggwan 98, 139

ik {ace.) 19
sineigs 61
sinistans (pl.) 61 °
plpdneis &3
giponjan 63

giung 86
skalkinassus 105

skaung 8B&

gpillon 144
stabels {pl.) 132
@ﬁ@}s Fe, T8, 107

Csbtrike 134 (note)

s

gunnt 4

SR
fegan)

swalanps 85
awigl ja 99
swiglon 98
swilten 53
pwnegose 76
A&wultaw&iﬁﬁja B4
evomal, swumfel 179
toilmjen 153
talkne 153
tainjo 164
tains 164
tandjan 163
#tibr 110
piuds 194
Eiuﬁiské 194
Eiuﬁ 54
Eiuﬁ@igs 35
Pivpeins 54
Fiuﬁiqi&a 513
Ei&ﬁjan 35
ﬁiuﬁﬁ@illéﬁ 34
Preiban 179
Freinel 179

FWmigma; 119




Ry
LY e

ubigwa 70 » usfilhan 58

ufai%@is 149 vsgalsjen 193
ufargudja 7, 58 uggildan 203
ufarhimlnalunds 40 ushinﬁan 103
uwfarrenneins 116 . usleisjan 168

ufvakian 27, 73

ufsneipan 119 ' ustailmeing 156
ufﬁamgan 163 nsteilnjan 156
vnairkns 24 ugwelhs 22
mn&ndhmliﬁg 4% . uzenan 193
unbileistips 169 waedjabdkes (pl.) 139
undiwanei 53 | waggs 42
umfa{ylaistiﬁg 169 ,‘waflaqiss A4
unhraing 30 walus 145

untvipa 173 ~ weihs 60

unhnlp® 173, 180, 187 weihaba 23
unhunalags 104, 106 welhan 21, 23
unsibjis 18 ﬁ@ihiﬁa 23

un%imﬂa 196 - wellman 23 |
anpiup 34 | wolhs 10,21,60,75,07,145,187
umﬁimﬁjan 35 ‘weinatains 164
unuslaisibs 168 | wiljahelbed 174
pnwonnends 45 witodalaisareis 168
usbidan 1850 | wops 177

usbldteing 123 . writs 134 (nots)

usfilh 55 %ulﬁuﬁ 14 (note)




